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OffPeak On-Target in First Year of Operation  
PierPASS’ Innovative Cargo Truck Traffic Initiative Meeting the Challenges and Changing 

the Way Goods Move at the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach  
 

LONG BEACH, Calif., July 24, 2006 – PierPASS Inc.’s highly successful OffPeak celebrates its 
one-year anniversary today, marking a year of accomplishment and continuing improvement for 
the system created to reduce truck traffic during peak daytime traffic hours, alleviate overall port 
congestion and lessen the industry’s environmental impact at the Ports of Los Angeles and Long 
Beach. 
 
PierPASS today announced that 2.5 million truck trips have been diverted from peak daytime 
traffic during the first full year since the OffPeak program launched on July 23, 2005. Current 
projections are that in 2006 alone, between 2.8 and 3 million trucks will motor through OffPeak’s 
night time and Saturday gates.  OffPeak is taking up to 60,000 truck trips per week out of daytime 
freeway traffic patterns, producing a notable reduction in daytime congestion on roads near the 
ports. 
 
“The OffPeak program has been a tremendous success,” said Richard Steinke, executive director 
for the Port of Long Beach.  “It shows how the goods movement industry can implement an 
innovative solution to resolve a very serious traffic issue.  And an additional benefit is that the 
reduction in truck idling is improving air quality for the entire region.” 
 
Since the start of the program, between 30 percent and 35 percent of container cargo at the ports 
has moved during the new OffPeak shifts on a typical day, far exceeding initial expectations for 
the program. 
 
"Faced with a crisis of congestion, the entire goods movement industry has changed the way it 
does business in order to keep this vital economic corridor open,” said PierPASS President and 



CEO Bruce Wargo. “Importers, exporters, terminals and truck drivers have all made significant 
changes in their business models, and the results have been impressive.” 
 
Since July 23, 2005, all 12 international marine terminals at the two adjacent ports have offered 
night and weekend gate openings.  OffPeak night operations run from 6 p.m. to 3 a.m. Monday 
through Thursday.  OffPeak Saturday operations are from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.  A Traffic Mitigation 
Fee on most peak daytime traffic funds the OffPeak gates and provides an incentive to use the 
OffPeak gates. 
 
According to Geraldine Knatz, executive director of the Port of Los Angeles, the OffPeak program 
has delivered important benefits to port operations. "OffPeak has had several benefits for the Port 
of Angeles, but foremost among them has been the expansion of our capacity to handle more 
cargo and helping alleviate the considerable daytime traffic in and around the Port." 
 
OffPeak’s role in alleviating the traffic congestion at the port complex was highlighted recently in 
the findings of a survey conducted by an independent research firm with nearly 500 truck drivers 
who serve the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach.  According to the survey, 66 percent of 
truck drivers familiar with the OffPeak program said they viewed OffPeak as positive for their jobs.  
Seventy-one percent of the truckers surveyed reported reduced traffic on the freeways and roads 
leading to the terminals, leading to the breakthrough finding that 43 percent confirmed they are 
making more trips per shift since OffPeak began.   
 
“The goal of this program from day one has been to reduce traffic congestion caused by the over-
abundance of cargo industry trucks working during the daytime,” said Wargo.  “Everything else 
springs from this effort: Improved traffic patterns; reduced emissions from idling truck engines; the 
faster flow of goods from place to place; better fuel efficiency for those on the roads; and a 
cleaner, safer environment for neighboring communities.  It all starts with diverting trucks to the 
new night and Saturday gates.”  
 
According to the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corporation, the number of 
containers handled at the Los Angeles/Long Beach port complex is forecast to increase by 10.2 
percent in 2006.  The combined Ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles ranked as the fifth largest 
in the world in 2005, handling more than 40 percent of all containerized goods imported into the 
U.S.   
 
About PierPASS 

PierPASS is a not-for-profit company created by marine terminal operators at the Los Angeles 
and Long Beach ports to address multi-terminal issues such as congestion, security and air 
quality. For more information, please go to www.pierpass.org. 
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